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Queen Rearing Course 2012

South Clwyd BKA has run a successful beginners course for many years, and added a Queen Rearing course in 2009. The venue is Llysfasi College, which is located just south of Ruthin.
The Queen Rearing course is suitable for those have kept bees for a number of years and wish to expand their knowledge and expertise. Each day will include time in the apiary, and all students will have practical experience handling bees, combs, grafting larvae and making up both nucs and min-nucs. 

At the end of the course you will have covered all the essential elements of queen rearing to enable you to raise queens on a small scale.

The Cost of the course is £75 for the two sessions, which includes tea / coffee (attendees should bring a packed lunch).

 The attached syllabus will give you some idea of the content of the course. Timings in the apiary may be subject to the weather.


To enrol on the course please contact Geoff Critchley, course tutor. Places will be limited, so it is advisable to book early.

Tel 01352 740991

e-mail honeyhouse@btinternet.com 

South Clwyd BKA Queen Rearing Course 2012

(provisional programme)

Session 1  

Saturday 23rd June  

9.00am 
Classroom
 Arrival – tea and coffee

9.15am


Introduction to queen rearing


The Queen 
Relation of the Queen to the colony




Development of the Queen




The Virgin Queen




Mating of the Queen




Breeder Queen selection

Production of Queen Cells




Production of Queen cells under non-controlled conditions





Swarm Cells





Supersedure Cells





Emergency Cells




Production of Queen cells under controlled conditions




Miller method





Cupkit and Jenter systems





Grafting – types of grafting tool





Types of artificial cell cups




Cell Builder colonies





Queenright cell builders





Queenless cell builders




Care and Handling of Queen cells 

12.00am LUNCH


1.00pm 
APIARY


1. Preparation of Queenright cell raiser colony

2. Preparation of cell bars

3. Selection of larvae for grafting

4. Grafting

5. Introduction of grafts to the cell building hive

6. Use of Cupkit (or Jenter) system

7. Preparation of Miller frame and insertion into hive

8. Preparation of Queenless cell raiser colony

9. Check on cells introduced in 5. above and re-graft if required

4.00pm  Tea / coffee  and depart

Session 2 

Sunday 24th June  

9.00am 
Classroom
 Arrival – tea and coffee

9.15am

· Brief overview of what we’ve done so far



The Queen
Production of Queen Cells

· Handling Queen cells

· Mating of Virgin Queens

Types of mating nuc and how to make them up ready for introduction of queen or queen cell 



5 frame nuc



3 frame nuc



mini nuc (Apidea or Kieler hives)



micro nucs

· Queen cell introduction



Timing



Cell protection

· Virgin Queen introduction



Timing



Precautions for introduction

· Checking if Queen has been mated

· Marking Queen

· Putting Queen (and attendants) into a queen cage

· Introduction of Queen into a colony

Small Colony

Large Colony

Large bad tempered colony

· The importance of Drones


 

12.00am LUNCH


1.00pm 
APIARY


1. Preparation of 5 and 3 frame nucs

2. Preparation of Apidea and Kieler Hives

3. Introduction of queen cells

4. Queen marking and putting into cage

5.Introduction into a colony

3.00 
 
CLASSROOM  

Recap and Questions

4.00pm  Tea / coffee  and depart
Queen Rearing  Course 2012

 To guarantee your place on the course, please complete the registration form below and return it to me together with your cheque for £75 per person, made payable to “South Clwyd Beekeepers Association”. Please continue on a separate sheet if there is more than one person, and there is insufficient room for all the details

Geoff Critchley

15 Lon Cilan

Cilcain

Mold

Flintshire

CH7 5PL   

 tel 01352 740991    e-mail honeyhouse@btinternet.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
South Clwyd Beekeepers Association 2012 Queen Rearing Course

Name____________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________

Post Code_______________________________________________________________________

Tel No_____________________________________   Mob _____________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________________________________
I enclose cheque for £75 per person                                 □
Signature    ___________________________________________
